Writing Commentary in an Essay
Commentary is the part in your essay for your ideas. This is when you explain your position and explain how your quote helps prove your position. Commentary is not summary!  You will need to write two commentaries for each of the quotes you selected. Here’s an example:

Topic of Paragraph: George was justified with killing Lennie because Curley was going to kill Lennie in a cruel and inhumane manner regardless.

Your direct quote or example that is embedded:

After Curley’s wife is found dead in the barn and everyone has determined that Lennie is responsible, Curley says in a fury, “I’m going to get him. I’m going for my shotgun. I’ll kill [Lennie] myself. I’ll shoot ‘im in the guts.”

Your first commentary should relate back to the topic sentence (How does this quote prove my reason in the topic sentence?):
Since Curley is furious about his wife’s death and has said that he will kill Lennie in cruel way as soon as he finds him, Lennie will not die in a humane way and Lennie will not be treated fairly with the law.
Your second commentary should relate back to the thesis (How does this quote prove that George was/was not justified in killing Lennie?):

Because Curley is determined to kill Lennie in a cruel manner and does not want Lennie to receive protection from the police, George is justified in killing Lennie in a more peaceful and humane manner than the fate that Curley has planned for Lennie.

Commentary is when you use your evidence to support your ideas and opinions. It is great to have ideas and opinions. However, your argument is much strong if you have concrete evidence (quotes/facts) to support your position. 

Don’t leave your reader guessing what your quote is suppose to prove! Tell them!

