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Name:_____________________________
To Kill a Mockingbird

Chapter 7 and 8 Questions

Answer the following questions with complete and detailed sentences. 

Chapter 7 Questions
1. 
Jem has been acting odd ever since he went to retrieve his pants from the Radley’s fence. What surprised him that night,  and why is he frightened by it? 

2. 
In this chapter, Scout and Jem find several more items in the knot-hole of the tree. Briefly list the things that they find. Which item do they consider their “biggest prize”? 

3. 
Previously, the children had assumed that the knot-hole was someone’s hiding place. What evidence now suggests that the items in the tree are meant specifically for Scout and Jem? 

4. 
Who do you suppose is responsible for the gifts in the knot-hole? Why do you think the person is leaving these gifts? 

5. 
When Jem and Scout return to the tree with the idea of placing in it a thank you note for the anonymous gift giver, they  find the knot-hole plugged up with cement. Who plugged the knot-hole, and why? 

6. 
How does Jem find out the explanation for filling the knot-hole is false? Do you think this the real reason? 

7. 
When Jem finally comes in, Scout notices he has been crying. Why do you think he was crying? 

Chapter 8 Questions

8. 
At the beginning of the chapter, Scout mentions that old Mrs. Radley died but her death “caused hardly a ripple” in the  neighborhood. Why was this case? 
9. 
What dramatic event causes Atticus to wake up the children at one o’clock in the morning? 
10. Why does Atticus make the children leave the house and stand in front of the Radley house? 
11. As Jem and Scout drink hot chocolate with their father after the fire, Scout notices Atticus looking at her with curiosity and sternness. What does he see? How does Scout react? 
12. Who put the blanket around Scout’s shoulders, and how does Atticus reach this conclusion? What is Scout’s reaction when she hears the information? 
13. Why do Atticus and Jem decide not to return the blanket at this time? 
14. Up to this point in the novel, Boo Radley has been perceived as a lunatic or a monster. What evidence in the past two  chapters indicates that he is not at all the threatening figure that people have made him out to be? 
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