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Name:_____________________
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Analyzing Atticus’s Closing Argument

Perform a close reading of Atticus’s closing statement. Use the SMELL strategy to complete your analysis. Remember in the closing statement, it is Atticus’s last chance to convince the jury that Tom Robinson is not guilty. Because of this, Atticus uses certain strategies to persuade the jury. Your job is to perform a close reading of his closing statement and determine what he says that could persuade the jury.

	S= Sender-Receiver relationship. Atticus is the sender. The jury and the audience are the receivers. What is the relationship among Atticus, the jury, and the audience? Whom does Atticus mean to influence with his statement? What attitudes and assumptions does his target audience hold towards Tom Robinson? Towards Atticus himself?



	M= Message. What is Atticus’s message? Summarize the statements made in his closing argument.


	E=Emotional Strategies. Does Atticus use any statements that are meant to get an emotional reaction from his audience (the jury)? Explain. If so, what is the desired effect?


	L= Logical Strategies. Does Atticus use any statements or appeals that are logical (they sound true)? Explain. How does the logic (or its absence) affect the message?


	L= Language.  Look for specific words and phrases chosen by Atticus, and consider how the language affects his meaning.  Does he use certain words and phrases to get his meaning across?



