Romeo and Juliet
Literary Analysis Essay Prompts
1. Discuss the relationships between parents and children in Romeo and Juliet. How do Romeo and Juliet interact with their parents? Are they rebellious in the modern sense? How do their parents feel about them?

2. How does Shakespeare treat death in Romeo and Juliet? Frame your answer in terms of legal, moral, familial, and personal issues. Bearing these issues in mind, compare the deaths of Romeo and Juliet, Romeo and Mercutio, and Mercutio and Tybalt.
3. Shakespeare was the master of figurative language. Consider how the use of metaphor, simile, hyperbole and/or personification contributes to the meaning of one of the play’s longer speeches. Analyze the speech and explain its figurative language.

4. William Shakespeare is very intentional about how he shapes each character in the play so that each plays an integral role in the tragedy that ensues. Analyze the personality traits of 2-4 characters in Romeo and Juliet and explain how their unique traits contributed to the tragedy of the play.  Possible characters to consider in your analysis (feel free to add your own): Romeo, Juliet, Lord Capulet, Benvolio, Tybalt, The Friar, Mercutio, The Nurse 
5. Similar to the discussion we had with Oedipus, many have debated whether the tragedy of Romeo and Juliet was a result of fate or freewill. Some argue that the stars were lined against them from the beginning while others say that the actions of various characters were to blame. What do you believe? 
a. (Fate) Discuss examples of foreshadowing and dramatic irony seen throughout the play that reinforce this theme. 
OR
b. b. (Freewill) Discuss the characterization and actions of characters that directly impacted the ending of the play. 
If you choose option b, you must pick different people than the one used in your essay test! Failure to do this will result in a zero!
6. Why is Romeo and Juliet one of the most popular works of literature still today? What themes continue to resonate with its readers across generations and continents?
7. Remember that at the beginning of the play, Romeo is in love with Rosaline, but shifts rapidly to Juliet. Is the love between Romeo and Juliet merely a crush, "puppy love," lust, or is it truly love? Make sure you define your view of their love and include both Rosaline and Juliet in your explanation.
8. Many characters change over the course of the play.  Discuss some of the ways a character changes, reasons for those changes, and how those changes affect the remainder of the play’s events. 
9. What is the tragic flaw that leads to Romeo’s death? Explain how his tragic flaw is evident throughout the play.

10. CREATE YOUR OWN PROMPT! For this option, think of a question that allows you to deeply explore some aspect of the play. You will need to have your prompt approved, so make sure it’s a good one and be prepared to choose one of the others if it is not approved.

