Counterargument and Refutation
In an argumentative paper, the counterargument is when you think about what the other side believes and what problems they may have with your ideas. You will introduce the other side’s view, provide one piece of evidence that supports their position, and then quickly explain why your original position is the correct viewpoint. 

Your goal is to acknowledge the other side but not make the other side seem better than your own! Don’t pick the other side’s strongest argument against you. Tackle a weaker one!

Step 1: Look at paragraph 3 and determine your reason that supports your position. Look at your web if you need help.

Step 2: Ask yourself these questions: Why might some disagree with me about this reason? What evidence would they use?

Step 3: Find a direct quote or example from the book that would support the other side’s position.

Your topic sentence for this paragraph should show that the following idea is not your position.

Ex: Some people believe that George was not justified with killing Lennie because…..

Your refutation is the time to destroy the other position and restate your view. You should include:

· George was/was not justified with killing Lennie

· Your reason for paragraph #3. 

Introduction Writing
Your introduction is your one chance to capture the reader’s attention or lose it. It’s best to do your introduction after you write the body paragraphs. Here’s the basic steps:

Step 1: Pick a good attention grabber.

This could be a short story, a question, a quotation (related to your topic), observation, or shocking fact/statement. If you do a question, do not ask a yes/no question! 
Step 2: Transition from your hook to the background

Ask yourself: How does this attention grabber relate to my paper/thesis? Let your reader know how they are connected. Don’t make them guess!

Step 3: Write a short summary of Of Mice and Men
You should not write the entire summary of the book. Instead, think about what facts/events from the story does my reader need to know? Think big events!

Step 4: Transition from the background to the thesis

You need to explain how the story/events fro the book are connected to your thesis. Since you are all exploring the same basic idea, you might want to connect Lennie’s death with the idea that George may/may not have made the correct decision.

Step 5: Write a thesis

Your thesis should be clear and concise. Think about your thesis this way: If someone could only pick sentence from your essay to summarize all of your ideas, they should be able to pick your thesis. You should include your position (Was George justified with killing Lennie?) and your reasons. 

If you are struggling with a thesis statement, use this basic setup:

George was/was not justified with killing Lennie because 

____________(reason 1)____________________, ____________(reason 2)____________________, and ____________(reason 3)____________________.
