Study Guide—Of Mice and Men

Chapter 2
I. VOCABULARY: Be able to define the following words and understand them when they
appear in the novel.

Swamper: handyman; someone who performs odd jobs—such as cleaning. Refers to
the character Candy.

Tick: mattress covering

Stable buck: a stable is a building where horses are kept. A buck, in this case, is a
derogatory word for a black man. A stable buck, then, would be a black man who
works in a stable.

Skinner: a mule driver
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II. LITERARY TERMS: Be able to define each term ar{rﬁ apply eacﬁterm to the novel.
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What is an example of sgmething ironic from this chapter?
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