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Of Mice and Men Argumentative Essay Outline
Introduction Paragraph
· Consider writing your hook and background last, to tailor them toward your specific thesis.
· Remember to avoid “I”, “my”, and “you” word throughout your essay.
· No contractions!
Attention Grabber/Hook (a story, question, quotation, observation, shocking fact/statement to engage the reader in the topic):
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Transition Sentence (connect hook to background information using transition words, phrases, sentences):
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Explanation of Topic (a short summary of Of Mice and Men and an introduction to the debate of this essay):
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Transition Sentence (connect explanation to thesis using transition words, phrases, sentences):
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis Statement (make a clear, concise argument about whether George was justified with killing Lennie):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1st Body Paragraph
Topic Sentence (one reason why George was or was not justified with killing Lennie):
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Direct Quotation/Text Evidence #1 (specific quote/example from the text that prove your stance and is correctly embedded)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary/Explanation (Explains quotation and how it relates to the topic of the paragraph)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary/Explanation (Explains how the quotation relates back to the thesis statement):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Direct Quotation/Text Evidence #2 (specific quote/example from the text that prove your stance and is correctly embedded)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary/Explanation (Explains quotation and how it relates to the topic of the paragraph)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary/Explanation (Explains how the quotation relates back to the thesis statement):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Conclusion Sentence (Restates your main points/wraps up paragraph):
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2nd Body Paragraph
Topic Sentence (one reason why George was or was not justified with killing Lennie):
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Direct Quotation/Text Evidence #1 (specific quote/example from the text that prove your stance and is correctly embedded)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary/Explanation (Explains quotation and how it relates to the topic of the paragraph)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary/Explanation (Explains how the quotation relates back to the thesis statement):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Direct Quotation/Text Evidence #2 (specific quote/example from the text that prove your stance and is correctly embedded)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary/Explanation (Explains quotation and how it relates to the topic of the paragraph)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Commentary/Explanation (Explains how the quotation relates back to the thesis statement):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Conclusion Sentence (Restates your main points/wraps up paragraph):
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3rd  Body Paragraph
Counter-Argument Topic Sentence (one reason the opposition believes that George was/was not justified with killing Lennie.):
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Counter-Argument Evidence: (Include direct quote of opposition’s belief and correctly embedded):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Counter-Argument Commentary/Explanation (explanation of why this viewpoint is wrong or this perspective is flawed and your view is right):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Refutation (restates why your original viewpoint is more correct than the opposing side):
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Direct Quotation/Text Evidence #1 (specific quote/example from the text that prove your stance and is correctly embedded)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary/Explanation (Explains quotation and how it relates to the topic of the paragraph)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary/Explanation (Explains how the quotation relates back to the thesis statement):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Direct Quotation/Text Evidence #2 (specific quote/example from the text that prove your stance and is correctly embedded)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary/Explanation (Explains quotation and how it relates to the topic of the paragraph)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Commentary/Explanation (Explains how the quotation relates back to the thesis statement):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Conclusion Sentence (Restates your main points/wraps up paragraph):
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Conclusion Paragraph:
Restatement of Thesis:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Recap (review main ideas/remind reader of your arguments. Use transitions!):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Final Sentence (leaves the reader with something to think about/connect back to hook):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
